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i � � --=:,:::.:In tbe bowels of tbe � Soviet Union's bureaucracy are two 
: '""\ partial copies - pages 201 to 341, to 

� be specific - of Del 
Moinea educator 

Nl Herbert Strenh's · 

doctoral theaia on 
"flying saucen." 

They have been 
shot doWD by IOIDe 
government policy 
there. 

Strentz, the dean 
of the School of 

. J o u r n a l is m a t 
Drake University, 

had attempted to send the disserta-
tion to a man in the Soviet Union who 
expressed an interest in readin1 the 
paper, which is titled, lnnocuously 
enough, "A Survey of Press Coverage 
of Uniden tified Flying Object., 
1947-1966., 

Strentz mailed the thesis off to the 
Russian in two pact.ap:s. Tbe lint 
200 pages got through unimpeded, but 
the last haH never arrived, the man 
JVrote Strentz. So the Iowan dla­
patched another copy of the miaJ.n1 
part, but be wu notified last mouth, 
this time by the U .S. Postal Service, 
that the paice1 bad been confi!eated 
by Soviet authorities "because the 
nature of its contents were prohibited 
by virtue of the legislation of that 
country., 
Form Letter 

That it as a form letter from tlae 
Postal Service amazed Strentz. 'Tm 

. sure lt'a only ODe bureaucracy deall.Dg 
with another," be said. "Appareutly 
this sort of thlDI happens often 
enough that they ba e a form letter 
they use." 

lroalcally' Strentz said, the MCtiGD 
that reached tbe Soviet man wu tbe 
portion of the thelil that contaiDed 
the ooly reference. to the Soviet 
Unioo. '--rile involvement of tbe 
Soviet Union and the communllts 11 

Yelatec.\ +o �e McC8�1 ����:,,.. 

AmerlcaD blstory . . . .. there waa 
fear that lllbvenivel wOuld iDflltrate 
UFO p-Oupl," he l&ld. . 

. 
Tbe coocerD tbeD .... tbat these .· 

Soviet aympathizers would ,CoordlDate 
reports 'Of UFO li&btlD&a to colnclde 
with. aDd camoutlaat. a Soviet attack , 
on the United States, be said. 
TecluloiOIJ 

Streatz's Soviet cortelpoDclmt also 
will be able to read of the U .S. 
mllitary•a reaction to "Oytnaaaucer" 
reports ln tbe late lHOs. There were 
feara in this country, Strentz said, 
that reports of UFOs were linked to 
al&htinp a year earlier in Sweden of 
so-called "ghost rockets·;· which 
officials believed were of Soviet 
origin and were linted to the Soviets' 
latchiDC onto Nul Germaay's V -2 
rocket tedmolOIJ. 

"Tbe part which got aebed deals 
with tbe last half of a chapter ois the 
United States Air Force and its in­
volvement in UFO reports aDd press 
coverap of them,'' Streatz said. 

Strentz haa DeVer met tbe Soviet 
man and doea not bow the penOr1'1 
bacqround. But StreDtz said hia dia­
sertation bu been menUonect in 
several boob OD unidentified fiylnc 
objeda, aDd tbe Scmet cltben appar­
ently learned of tbe paper from the 
bibliography of one of thole books. 

UJ coaslder it ICbolarly Jnaterial? 
and it la trOGblln& that it would be 
aelled," Strentz cunmented. 

.. 1 t.boupt it was kind of · fuDDy 
becaaae I �·t UDdentaDd it," be 
aald. .. But I have 10me .feellD& of 
repoet and frustratloa that here I 
have a frleod rve c:orrespoDded with 
wbo la Interested ID W. material. and 
it'a beeD dealed to b1m." ·. 

Will Streata try to lplrtt tbe lut 
half of the ctillertatioD into tbe Soviet 
Umoo by IOIDe covert meus, perbape 
by mallinl ooe pace at a time to the 
man? 
. ..1 can't say," be replied. ''That'• I 
t'- ""}...�� " L T"O" s.e(... l"eT . "'> 
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